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America’s strength and prosperity are tes-
taments to the enduring power of our found-
ing ideals, among them, that all men are cre-
ated equal, and that liberty is God’s gift to 
humanity, the birthright of every individual. 
The American creed remains powerful today 
because it represents the universal hope of 
all mankind.

On the Fourth of July, we are grateful for 
the blessings that freedom represents and for 
the opportunities it affords. We are thankful 
for the love of our family and friends and 
for our rights to think, speak, and worship 
freely. We are also humbled in remembering 
the many courageous men and women who 
have served and sacrificed throughout our 
history to preserve, protect, and expand these 
liberties. In liberating oppressed peoples and 
demonstrating honor and bravery in battle, 
the members of our Armed Forces reflect 
the best of our Nation.

We also recognize the challenges that 
America now faces. We are winning the war 
against enemies of freedom, yet more work 
remains. We will prevail in this noble mis-
sion. Liberty has the power to turn hatred 
into hope.

America is a force for good in the world, 
and the compassionate spirit of America re-
mains a living faith. Drawing on the courage 
of our Founding Fathers and the resolve of 
our citizens, we willingly embrace the chal-
lenges before us.

Laura joins me in sending our best wishes 
for a safe and joyous Independence Day. 
May God bless you, and may God continue 
to bless America. 

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message.

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
the Proliferation of Weapons of Mass 
Destruction 
July 3, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Consistent with section 204(c) of the Inter-

national Emergency Economic Powers Act, 
50 U.S.C. 1703(c), and section 401(c) of the 
National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 
1641(c), I transmit herewith a 6-month peri-
odic report prepared by my Administration 
on the national emergency with respect to 
the proliferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion that was declared in Executive Order 
12938 of November 14, 1994. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on 
Benchmarks for a Sustainable Peace 
Process in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
July 3, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Consistent with the Levin Amendment to 

the 1998 Supplemental Appropriations and 
Rescissions Act (section 7(b) of Public Law 
105–174) and section 1203(a) of the Strom 
Thurmond National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 1999 (Public Law 105–
261), I am providing a report prepared by 
my Administration on progress made toward 
achieving benchmarks for a sustainable peace 
process in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

This eighth report, which also includes 
supplemental reporting consistent with sec-
tion 1203(a) of Public Law 105–261, provides 
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